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​RULES AND REGULATIONS​

​GRACE MEMORIAL EPISCOPAL CHURCH CEMETERY,​

​COLUMBARIUM, AND MEMORIAL GARDEN​

​THE CEMETERY​

​1.​ ​Description: The Cemetery shall consist of the present Grace Memorial​
​Episcopal Cemetery ground located to the north of the Grace Memorial Episcopal​
​Church and bordered by North Oak Street to the west, Robinson Avenue to the​
​north, and Railroad Avenue to the east.​

​2.​ ​Committee Duties: The Committee shall be responsible for reporting to the Vestry​
​with regard to maintenance and care by assessment or otherwise; employ​
​caretakers, and to do any and all things necessary to keep the cemetery in good​
​condition.  Also, to sell and convey lots and plots and to fix the price of unsold​
​lots and plots with the approval of the Vestry.​

​3.​ ​Purchase and Sale of Lots and Plots.​
​a.​ ​Only members in good standing of Grace Memorial Episcopal Church may​

​purchase lots/plots in the Cemetery.​
​b.​ ​A list of members who have requested lots/plots and the date of their​

​request shall be kept by the Secretary of the committee and shared with​
​the Rector and Vestry of Grace Memorial Episcopal Church.  When​
​lots/plots become available for purchase, those on the list shall be given​
​first refusal in order of their request date, the earliest being first.​

​c.​ ​Price schedules are subject to approval by the Vestry and the Rector​
​before being put into effect.​

​d.​ ​With consent of the owner of the lot/plot, his or her spouse and relatives​
​and friends of the owner who are not members of Grace Memorial​
​Episcopal Church may be buried in that owner’s lot/plot in the Cemetery.​

​e.​ ​Owners of lots/plots in Grace Memorial Episcopal Cemetery who wish to​
​dispose of unoccupied lots/plots must transfer the lots/plots back to Grace​
​Memorial Episcopal Church.  The owners shall receive either the original​
​price paid for the plots or a statement from the Treasurer of Grace​
​Memorial Episcopal Church, giving the current price for the lots/plots. The​
​owner(s) may then deduct that amount as a donation to Grace Memorial​
​Episcopal  Church.​

​i.​ ​All owners of lots/plots to be transferred must sign a letter assigning​
​the lots/plots to Grace Memorial Episcopal Church before the​
​transfer can be completed.​
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​ii.​ ​Once the transfer is completed, the lots/plots shall be offered for​
​purchase to those on the request list at the current price​
​determined/approved by the Vestry. The new owner(s) will then be​
​given a Certificate for Right of Use for each lot/plot signed by the​
​Treasurer and Senior Warden of Grace Memorial Episcopal​
​Church.​

​f.​ ​The Cemetery Committee may rely upon, for all purposes, the last mailing​
​address/email address/telephone number of said owner that is on file in​
​the parish office, and any notice forwarded to the owner of record at last​
​said address shall be conclusively considered as sufficient proper legal​
​notification for any and all purposes.​

​i.​ ​If an owner wishes to change this address, it shall be their duty to​
​notify the Cemetery Committee and/or the office of Grace Memorial​
​Episcopal Church.​

​ii.​ ​When such a notice is received by the Cemetery Committee or the​
​office of Grace Memorial Episcopal Church, the owner’s address​
​shall be promptly changed and thereafter the new address shall​
​prevail.​

​g.​ ​Recovery of abandoned interment right; procedure; rights of owner of​
​record.​
​When interment rights that have been granted by the owner of a cemetery​
​are not used for a period of 50 years or more, they shall be deemed​
​abandoned and revert to the owner of the cemetery, provided the owner​
​has complied with the provisions listed below:​

​i.​ ​If the last known address of the record owner of an interment right​
​or his heirs, assigns, or next of kin is known to the owner of the​
​cemetery or may reasonable be ascertained by the owner of the​
​cemetery, the owner of the cemetery shall send notice by certified​
​mail, return receipt requested, to the owner of the interment right,​
​his heirs or assigns, and any kin at such address.  The notice shall​
​request the owner’s current address, if different from the last known​
​address, and the addresses of the owner’s heirs or assigns.  If a​
​written response is received from the person to whom notice was​
​sent by the cemetery, the interment rights shall not be deemed​
​abandoned and such rights shall continue for an additional 50 years​
​from the date the response was received by the Cemetery​
​Committee and/or the office of Grace Memorial Episcopal Church. If​
​notice is returned undeliverable or if no response is received by the​
​Cemetery Committee with 30 days after notice was sent, the​
​Cemetery Committee shall publish a general notice pursuant to​
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​subsection iii in a newspaper of general circulation (i) in the parish​
​or city where the cemetery is located and (ii) in the parish/county or​
​city of the last known address of the record owner of the interment​
​rights.​

​ii.​ ​In cases in which the last known address for the last record owner​
​of an interment right or his heirs, assigns, or next of kin is not​
​known to and cannot reasonably be ascertained by the Cemetery​
​Committee, the Cemetery Committee shall publish a notice, once a​
​week for four consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general​
​circulation in the parish/county or city where the cemetery is located​
​pursuant to subsection iii.​

​iii.​ ​Notice required to be published pursuant to subsections i and ii​
​shall contain the name and business address of the cemetery and​
​the name of the last record owner of the interment rights and shall​
​state the intent of the Cemetery Committee to declare the interment​
​rights abandoned.  If no response is received by the Cemetery​
​Committee and/or the office of Grace Memorial Episcopal Church​
​by or on behalf of the record owner or his heirs or assigns within​
​120 days after publication of the last required notice, the interment​
​rights shall be deemed abandoned and shall revert to the owner of​
​the Cemetery.  If a written response is received by the cemetery,​
​the interment rights shall not be deemed abandoned and such​
​rights shall continue for an additional 50 years from the date the​
​response was received by the Cemetery Committee,​

​iv.​ ​If, within 30 years after the interment rights have been deemed​
​abandoned, the record owner, or his heirs or assigns, can prove to​
​the Cemetery Committee or a court of competent jurisdiction that​
​he is entitled to the interment rights, the Cemetery Committee shall,​
​at no cost, provide a right of interment similar to the one that was​
​abandoned.​

​h.​ ​Every right of interment and cemetery plot shall be subject to the Laws of​
​the State of Louisiana pertaining to community property and inheritance,​
​including but not limited to, the laws of intestacy, donations inter vivos, and​
​mortis causa, and successions.​

​i.​ ​The Cemetery Committee in accordance with the approval of the Vestry of​
​Grace Memorial Episcopal Church recommends a maximum of one casket​
​or four cremated interments be allowed per cemetery plot.  Marking and​
​identification for each cremated interment is limited to a maximum size of​
​one foot by two feet.  All cremains must be identified by a marker for​
​historical purposes.​
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​4.​ ​Perpetual Care.​
​a.​ ​Perpetual Care shall be defined as the general care of the Cemetery​

​grounds, i.e., cutting the grass, trim or removing plants, bushes, trees in​
​order to prevent encroachment into walkways of other gravesites.​

​b.​ ​One-fourth of the purchase price for each plot shall be designated for​
​perpetual care and placed in the perpetual care fund account at the time​
​of purchase.​

​c.​ ​Commercial vehicles shall not enter the Cemetery without permission of​
​the Rector or Junior Warden.  Any maintenance contractor, funeral home,​
​stone company, or grave digger whose vehicle or subcontractor causes​
​damage to any object or the ground surface of the Cemetery shall make​
​repairs acceptable to the Rector of Junior Warden or will be barred from​
​any future work at the Cemetery.​

​d.​ ​The Cemetery Committee and Vestry shall take reasonable precautions to​
​protect burial right owners from loss or damage to grave markers and lot.​
​However, the Committee and Vestry expressly disclaims all responsibility​
​and shall be relieved from any liability for theft or damage from causes​
​beyond its control, and especially from damage caused by the elements,​
​acts of God, common enemy, thieves, vandals, explosions, accidents,​
​invasion, insurrection, riots, or direction from any military or civil authority​
​whether the damage be direct or indirect, other than as herein provided.​

​e.​ ​All persons wishing to do any work in the Cemetery must have a written​
​order signed by the lot/plot owner giving authority to do such work.  A work​
​permit and plans may be submitted for approval and approved by the​
​Cemetery Committee/Vestry prior to workers’ admittance to the cemetery​
​grounds.  All work must comply with the Cemetery Committee​
​requirements of prior approval.​

​f.​ ​All masonry work or monument completion is subject to prior approval of​
​the Cemetery Committee.​

​5.​ ​Monument Standard Requirements.​
​a.​ ​All persons buried or interred should have a marker identifying the person​

​buried or interred for historical purposes.​
​b.​ ​All masonry work or monument completion is subject to prior approval of​

​the Cemetery Committee.​
​c.​ ​Specifications for new markers must be submitted for approval to the​

​Cemetery Committee prior to creation. The design, materials, and size of​
​all new markers should be in keeping with the variety of markers already​
​present in the Cemetery. The following guidelines are provided to help​
​determine appropriate size limits for markers:​
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​i.​ ​First and foremost, the size of the marker must be appropriate to​
​the size of the lot or plot. The bases for markers on single lots must​
​have a width (length) at least 1’-0” less than the width of the lot in​
​order to allow a 6” clearance on either side.​

​d.​ ​Family plots or companion lots consisting of multiple lots may have​
​markers which span the lots. Their bases must also maintain at least a 6”​
​clearance on either side from the outer boundaries of the owned lots.​

​i.​ ​No marker should exceed a maximum height above ground of 50”​
​including the base.​

​6.​ ​Because companion and family markers are typically wider than single markers,​
​the height should be less than the maximum allowed to limit the overall size. The​
​size of such stones is limited to an overall face square footage of the stone (that​
​is the height of the stone excluding the base multiplied by the width/length of the​
​stone) of 1,500”.​

​7.​ ​Flowers, Shrubbery, Trees and Adornments.​
​a.​ ​Natural flowers and potted plants are strongly encouraged.​
​b.​ ​Artificial plants are subject to approval.​
​c.​ ​In the interest of safety, glass or other breakable containers are not​

​permitted in the Cemetery.​
​d.​ ​Any shrubs and/or trees must have prior approval from the Cemetery​

​Committee.​
​e.​ ​All adornments are subject to the written approval of the Cemetery​

​Committee.​
​f.​ ​No benches or other items shall be placed in the Cemetery without prior​

​approval of the Cemetery Committee and/or Vestry of Grace Memorial​
​Episcopal Church.​

​g.​ ​No “For Sale” signs will be allowed on lots, plots or vaults.  No lots may be​
​purchased with the intent of constructing a tomb or other burial site with​
​the intent to be offered for resale.​

​h.​ ​All faded floral expressions, and dead flowers will be removed at the​
​discretion of the Cemetery Committee, especially prior to grass cutting.​

​8.​ ​The Rules and Regulations set forth herein may be altered, amended or​
​appealed at any time by action of the Vestry of Grace Memorial Episcopal​
​Church and/or the Committee, with the approval of the Vestry, in so far as said​
​rules and regulations, with amendments, are consistent with Louisiana Law.​

​i.​ ​Any rule or requirement may be waived upon the recommendation​
​of the Rector of the Church and the approval of the Vestry.​

​ii.​ ​The Church and Committee also reserve the right to make changes​
​to the rules and regulations as deemed appropriate for any​
​unpurchased niches, including the change of pricing.​
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​THE COLUMBARIUM​

​1.​ ​Description.  The Columbarium shall consist of the brick towers containing​
​niches that are located to the east of Grace Memorial Episcopal Church, between​
​the sanctuary and the Educational Building. The interior size of each niche​
​measures approximately 15” wide, 15” deep, 12” high.​

​2.​ ​Committee Duties: The Committee shall be responsible for reporting to the Vestry​
​with regard to maintenance and care by assessment or otherwise; employ​
​caretakers, and to do any and all things necessary to keep the Columbarium​
​Towers  in good condition.  Also, to sell and convey niches for inurnment of​
​ashes and to fix the price of unsold niches with the approval of the Vestry.​

​3.​ ​Purchase and Sales of Niches.​
​a.​ ​Members of Grace Memorial Episcopal Church in good standing may​

​purchase niches in the Columbarium. Also family members of those who​
​are in good standing or former Parishioners of record are eligible to​
​purchase niches.​

​b.​ ​Clergy who have served on the staff of the parish may purchase niches in​
​the Columbarium.​

​c.​ ​A list of members who have requested niches and the date of their request​
​shall be kept by the Secretary of the committee and shared with the​
​Rector and Vestry of Grace Memorial Episcopal Church.  When niches​
​become available for purchase, those on the list shall be given first refusal​
​in order of their request date, the earliest being first.​

​d.​ ​Niches will be reserved on a “first come-first served” basis upon payment​
​in full.​

​e.​ ​The Committee will manage the sale of unsold niches, fix the price of​
​unsold niches, as well as the maintenance and care of the grounds.​

​i.​ ​Currently and subject to change, the exclusive right to a niche shall​
​be $2,500.  This entitles the purchaser the placement of two (2)​
​cremains.​

​ii.​ ​Additional cremains may be added for an additional cost.  Currently​
​and subject to change, the price is $500 for each additional person.​

​f.​ ​All purchasers must designate the names of those to be allowed interment​
​in the purchased niche.  Upon death of the purchaser(s), no further​
​changes may be made to those authorized to be interred.​

​i.​ ​A Certificate of Purchase must be signed and submitted by the​
​purchaser.​

​ii.​ ​An Acknowledgement of the Rules and Regulations must be signed​
​and submitted by the purchaser(s).​

​iii.​ ​A Persons Who May Be Interred form must be signed and​
​submitted by the purchaser(s).​
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​iv.​ ​In the event of co-purchasers, all purchasers will be required to​
​transact any actions regarding the use, transfer or other actions of​
​the niche.  In the event of death of one of the purchasers, the​
​ownership shall vest in the remaining owner, solely.  In the event of​
​divorce or separation of interest of co-owners, the parties may​
​execute a voluntary transfer of interest to one owner or present​
​legal documentation setting forth the ownership of the niche.​

​1.​ ​An Interment Authorization Change Form must be​
​submitted in the event of a change in the ownership and/or​
​listing of Persons Who May Be Interred.​

​g.​ ​With the consent of the owner, his or her spouse and relatives and friends​
​of the owner who are not members of Grace Memorial Episcopal Church​
​may be interred in that owner’s niche in the Columbarium.​

​h.​ ​The exclusive rights to use a reserved niche may not be sold or otherwise​
​transferred.  An unused niche may only be transferred back to Grace​
​Memorial Episcopal Church, not to any other person or entity.  Grace​
​Memorial Episcopal Church shall only be obligated to fund the original​
​purchase price paid for the use of the niche to the original purchaser(s)​
​and reserves the right to sell the use of the niche to another person at the​
​current purchase price.​

​i.​ ​The Church reserves the right to relocate the Columbarium to another​
​physical location on any Church property, at the Church’s sole expense.​

​j.​ ​No cremated remains may be interred in a Columbarium niche without the​
​execution of the appropriate documentation and approval of the​
​Committee or Rector.​

​k.​ ​No interred remains may be removed from the Columbarium without an​
​appropriate Court Order.  With the required legal documentation/court​
​order, the remains may be removed, however, the cost of removal will be​
​assumed by the family, and the ownership of the niche shall revert to​
​Grace Memorial Episcopal Church.​

​l.​ ​It shall be the obligation of the purchaser to maintain a current mailing​
​address and other contact information on record with the Committee,​
​Vestry, and/or the office of Grace Memorial Episcopal Church.​

​i.​ ​Should any purchaser fail to inform the Committee, Vestry, Office, in​
​writing, of a change of address and the Committee is unable to​
​locate the purchaser through reasonable diligence, the Committee​
​reserves the right to cancel the right of the purchaser of the niche.​

​m.​ ​The Columbarium is maintained in strict accordance with Louisiana Law​
​related to Columbarium facilities owned by Churches. Nothing herein, or​
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​which may be established in the future, shall derogate, or vary from​
​Louisiana law.​

​4.​ ​Perpetual Care.​
​5.​ ​Monument Standard Requirements.​

​a.​ ​The Cemetery Committee and/or Vestry of Grace Memorial Episcopal​
​Church reserves the right to regulate the method of decorations of plots so​
​that uniform beauty may be maintained and so that Episcopalian values​
​are reflected through such adornments.​

​b.​ ​To maintain uniformity, the only allowed font and formats are displayed on​
​the Same Lettering for Nice Faceplate page.​

​i.​ ​A 2” x 6” plaque recognizing military service may be purchased and​
​affixed to a brick adjacent to the niche.​

​c.​ ​The cost of the Faceplate and the engraving of the marker is the sole​
​responsibility of the purchaser and is in addition to the cost of the niche​
​itself.​

​i.​ ​The current market price will be designated at the time of the​
​application for Purchase.​

​ii.​ ​The marker must be purchased through the Church to maintain the​
​standard engraving format of the Columbarium Towers.​

​6.​ ​The Rules and Regulations set forth herein may be altered, amended or​
​appealed at any time by action of the Vestry of Grace Memorial Episcopal​
​Church and/or the Committee, with the approval of the Vestry, in so far as said​
​rules and regulations, with amendments, are consistent with Louisiana Law.​

​i.​ ​Any rule or requirement may be waived upon the recommendation​
​of the Rector of the Church and the approval of the Vestry.​

​ii.​ ​The Church and Committee also reserve the right to make changes​
​to the rules and regulations as deemed appropriate for any​
​unpurchased niches, including the change of pricing.​

​THE MEMORIAL GARDEN​

​1.​ ​Description: The Memorial Garden is a designated green area located on the​
​east side of the Church (between the wheelchair ramp, the sidewalk, and the first​
​Columbarium Tower) where ashes may be spread with approval of the Cemetery​
​Committee.​

​2.​ ​Committee Duties.  An application must be completed and presented to the​
​Committee for approval.  The application provides information regarding the cost​
​of the mandatory identification plaque at the time of the request, the one-time​
​administrative fee, and the perpetual care fee.​

​3.​ ​Purchase and Sale​
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​a.​ ​An application must be completed for approval of the scattering of​
​ashes and approved by the Committee prior to the scattering of ashes.​

​b.​ ​There is a one-time administrative fee for the use of the Memory​
​Garden.  This fee will be based on similar “memory gardens” in the​
​area and may change from time to tie to keep up with inflation and​
​needs of the Memory Garden.​

​4.​ ​Perpetual Care.​
​5.​ ​Monument Standard Requirements.​

​a.​ ​There is a fee assessed for the bronze marker identifying the​
​deceased.  The current market price will be designated at the time of​
​the application.​

​b.​ ​The bronze marker must be purchased through the Church to maintain​
​the standard engraving format of the Memory Garden.​

​c.​ ​There will be a purchase price for the plaque and additional charges​
​for the engraving will be the responsibility of the requestor at the time​
​of the application.​

​6. Flowers, Shrubs, Trees and Adornments.​

​7.The Rules and Regulations set forth herein may be altered, amended or​
​appealed at any time by action of the Vestry of Grace Memorial Episcopal​
​Church and/or the Committee, with the approval of the Vestry, in so far as said​
​rules and regulations, with amendments, are consistent with Louisiana Law.​

​i.​ ​Any rule or requirement may be waived upon the recommendation​
​of the Rector of the Church and the approval of the Vestry.​

​ii.​ ​The Church and Committee also reserve the right to make changes​
​to the rules and regulations as deemed appropriate for any​
​unpurchased niches, including the change of pricing.​

​These Rules and Regulations accepted this ______day of __________________, 2026.​
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